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Book Reviews
Anderson, William. Laura Ingalls Wilder: A Biography. Harper Collins
Publishers, 1992. ISBN 0-06-020114-2. $15.89. 240 pp.
•

3-7

Reviewed by Helen Hoopes

BI

A long-term fan of Laura Ingalls Wilder, I was delighted to come across
this relatively new biography written especially for children. With many black
and white photographs covering every period of her life, this book not only
covers Laura's early years (as do her own books from The Little House series),
but also her life with her husband Almanza (Manly) and her daughter Rose. We
are introduced to the mature Laura, who was a great asset to her little Missouri
village of Mansfield and who didn't even begin writing her story until she was
sixty-three years old. Laura lived to be ninety and died in 1957; she survived
the pioneer days and lived to see the airplane .

••••

Armstrong, Jennifer. Steal Away. Orchard Books, 1992. ISBN 0-531-08583X. $15 .95. 207 pp.

A

6+

FI

Reviewed by Helen Hoopes

This is the story of two thirteen-year old girls. Susannah is a white orphan
who lives with her relatives; Bethlehem is a black slave. The plot revolves
around the two girls escaping from the South in 1855. Susannah wants to return
to Vermont, and Bethlehem wants to escape to Canada. However, Susannah is
unaware of Bethlehem's plan, believing all along that Bethlehem is coming to
Vermont with her. Susannah and Bethlehem leave Virginia and head north ,
dressed as boys. Their months of walking are filled with danger, illness, near
starvation, and harsh weather. In fact, Susannah contracts pneumonia and
lacerates her hand, which becomes infected. But the many good times they
share together creates a strong bond of friendship between the two girls.
Nevertheless, Bethlehem finally fmds a way to get to Canada and must tell
Susannah of her intentions.
The story gets a little confusing at times, because it is being told by
Bethlehem and Susannah forty-one years later. They are relating their story to
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Susannah's granddaughter, Mary, and Bethlehem's young pupil, Free. The plot
jumps back and forth between the two time periods and uses two somewhat
parallel story lines. Even though Armstrong uses the dates at the beginning of
each chapter, there is still some confusion-especially when the book begins
with a letter from Mary to Free, written in 1928. The Susannah of 1896 feels
guilty about not being able to help Bethlehem more and has regretted it her
whole adult life. This last meeting between the two friends allows Susannah to
assuage this guilt. The story is interesting, however, and the lasting relationship
that develops between Susannah and Bethlehem is mirrored in the beginning
relationship between Mary and Free. Well worth the read .

••••

Avi.

Blue Heron. Bradbury Press Macmillan Publishing Company, 1992.
ISBN 0-02-707751-9. $14.95. 186 pp.

A

5+

FI

Reviewed by Lillian Heil

I found Avi's Blue Heron a compelling story. Thirteen-year-old Maggie
decides to visit her father, stepmother, and baby stepbrother. The four of them
spend a month living in a cabin near a lake and marsh. Maggie quickly realizes
that something is wrong with her moody father and finds comfort in the quiet
marsh, where a great blue heron lives. She also discovers a lonely eleven-yearold boy named Tucker, who is trying to kill the heron. She succeeds in helping
him appreciate the majestic bird, but returns homes to her mother without
resolving her father's troubles.
Avi's characters, the description of the bird, and its environment are
outstanding. Maggie's unease about her father is apparent when he snaps at his
wife (Maggie' s stepmother) for no apparent reason. "Maggie winced at his
anger. That was the end of the jokes. "
Her fascination with the heron (perhaps because I love animals) is always
compelling. "Maggie remembered the heron she had seen by the lake. It
appeared in her mind like a solitary, slowly flowing phantom, one of the most
beautiful, mysterious things she had ever seen."
I found particularly moving the moment when Maggie finds that Tucker
has destroyed his bow and arrows. "For a moment she held the bits in her
hand, until with a surge of joy, she flung them into the woods." The final
chapter lets us know that even though Maggie has left, Tucker now has the
confidence to see if he can befriend the blue heron.
"For a long while, Tucker just sat there and watched. Then slowly he dug
into a pocket and pulled out the crystal Maggie had left him. Holding it up, he
let it dangle in the air. Rainbows danced about the marsh. 'Hello,' Tucker said
softly to the bird. "You see this? Well, I'm Maggie's friend. '"
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Symbolically the heron implies both life and death, and Avi has used it for
both in this book. The story reveals Maggie' s insight that her father may not
live and come to terms with himself, but Tucker will .

••••

Bawden, Nina. The House of Secrets.
58670-4. $13.95. 187 pp.

B

4-7

Clarion Books, 1992. ISBN 0-395-

FI

Reviewed by Karen Newmeyer

When John, Mary, and Ben's mother dies in Kenya, they go to live with
their Aunt Mabel in England, while their father gets a grip on himself. Aunt
Mabel is gruff and unaffectionate on the urface, but has a heart of gold beneath
it all. She runs a boarding house and has two boarders who cannot afford to
pay their keep. Ben becomes a good friend to old Miss Pin, who talks of a
treasure hidden from the "enemy." Meanwhile, John is fascinated by the house
next door, where their mother and Aunt Mabel grew up as girls. It is shut up
and owned by a man who lives in London. One day, the children find a secret
passageway between the two houses and discover a lonely girl living there
secretly.
This book has several unexpected turns in the plot. However, the ending
is as storybook as possible, with Miss Pin turning out to be very rich and
making Ben her heir. Of course the children's father turns up at the end
physically sick but happy to be reunited with the children. Aunt Mabel becomes
warm and loving, and the mysterious girl is adopted and sent to study music,
fulfilling her greatest dream. All in all, this is a reasonable book, but not
outstanding.

• •••

Bellairs, John (completed by Brad Strickland). Illustrated by Edward Gorey.
The Ghost in the Mirror. Dial, 1993. ISBN 0-8037-1370-3. $14.99. 169
pp.

A

4-8

FI

Reviewed by Michael O. Tunnell

John Bellairs is now dead, but he left several unfinished manuscripts with
his publisher, one of which was The Ghost in the Mirror. Brad Strickland, who
has authored his own books and is a long-time Bellairs fan, completed The
Ghost in the Mirror. Strickland has also continued to work on other manuscripts
so we can look forward to at least a few more spooky Bellairs stories.
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The Ghost in the Mirror is the long awaited sequel to The Letter, the
Witch, and the Ring, published in 1976. Mrs. Zimmermann, the wonderful
white witch (who dresses in purple), and her teenage friend, Rose Rita, team up
once again in a supernatural adventure. Fans of Bellairs will remember that
Mrs. Zimmermann lost her powers in an earlier book. This is the story of the
quest to retrieve those magical abilities. Mrs. Zimmermann begins to see
ghostly visions in an old mirror and realizes that Granny Weatherbee tells Mrs.
Zimmermann that she must right a terrible wrong in order to get her powers
back. Granny and Rose launch on an automobile journey back to Mrs.
Zimmermann roots, to the place where her old mentor lived. As they pass
through a tunnel along the road, they are suddenly zapped back in time, back
to the winter when Granny was Rose's age and when a great wrong was
perpetrated against her family . In righting the wrong, Rose and Mrs.
Zimmermann must fight the powers of an evil warlock.
Strickland has done a fine job of retaining Bellairs's unmistakable style.
In fact, the book may read a bit better than the last few novels Bellairs wrote
before his death. Certainly, Bellairs fans will be happy to know a few more of
his books are yet to come.

• •••

Buffie, Margaret. The Warnings. Scholastic, Inc. , 1989. ISBN 0-590-436651. $13.95. 245 pp.

C

7-8

FI

Reviewed by Karen Newmeyer

Rachel MacCaw is angry. She has been deserted by her mother, who has
gone off to "find herself"; and her father has left her with Great Aunt Irene,
who lives in a house full of strange, misfit, old folks . But despite Rachel's
desire to remain aloof, she comes to like the "Fossils." But she is haunted by
repeated "warnings"-mysterious feelings, dreams, and visions. Something, or
someone, is after her. And why do the Fossils keep following her around? And
why does Great Aunt Irene keep saying her father has not called, when she
knows he has? And who is the new tenant the Fossils are expecting and saving
a room for? Can she and Will, her boyfriend, find the answers before it is too
late?
While the story line and the mysteries are quite captivating, I had a hard
time enjoying this book. Although it is written in first person, I found it
difficult to understand Rachel's feeling or why she behaves so erratically. You
can only blame so much on a hormonal imbalance. I also find it hard to believe
she would have a boyfriend, when she is so mean to Will. What teenage boy
has the maturity and self-assurance to see through and understand her behavior.
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Despite its short comings, this is a book that young teens would undoubtedly
enjoy.

• •••

Calvert, Patricia. Picking up the Pieces. Charles Scribner's Sons, 1993 . ISBN
0-684-19558-5. $14.95. 166 pp.

B

7-10

FI

Reviewed by Janet Francis

A few brief moments of innocent excitement have sentenced Megan to a
lifetime of loss. How could she have anticipated the awkward tum on Dex
Cooper's Yamaha 450, the accident that permanently affected Megan's entire
life? She had a spinal cord injury, or SCI, as she likes to call it. She picked
up the lingo during her long days in the hospital and in therapy, and much faster
than she was picking up the pieces of what used to be her life-a physical,
joyful, active life in which she was in control. But now she has to constantly
depend on others because of her severed spinal cord. Megan' s summer at the
lake is fated to be the first of many summers of discontent. But sometimes, the
irrevocable opens windows where it shuts doors.
Harris St. John also knows about discontent. He's lived with it for a
number of years.
His grandmother (his nearest living relative) is an
ungracefully aging film star, whose narrowing world revolves tightly around
herself.
Harris and Megan, with some predicable false starts, find some common
grounds for communication. The story has a sort of happy ending, even for the
grandmother. But occasionally, Megan's character discovers that some realities
are difficult to deal with. This book's not a show stopper, but insights are
available.

• •••

Christian, Mary Blount. Who'd Believe John Colter? Illustrated by Laszlo
Kubinyi. Macmillan, 1993. ISBN 0-027-18477-3. $13.95. 64 pp.
A

3-5

NF

BI

Reviewed by Nancy Alder

John Colter was a trapper, Mountain Man, and member of the Lewis &
Clark expedition. This book recounts his incredible adventures. Christian has
written a winner.
As an adventure tale, this book works beautifully. As a biography, it is
well researched and accurate. The illustrations also complement the text well.
The six-chapter format of the book is just right for its target group of readers.
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I found the story to be fast paced and enjoyable. It gave a clear flavor of
the times. Children will be captivated by the story and stay interested to the
end. There are no dull moments in the weaving of the tale .

••••

Cresswell, Helen. Meet Posy Bates. Illustrated by Kate Aldous. Macmillan,
1992. ISBN 0-027-25375-9. $12.95. 95 pp.

C+

3-4

FI

Reviewed by Nancy Alder

Eight-year-old Posy's desire for a pet leads her into mischief and
predictable misadventures. Helen Cresswell's flare for eccentric and interesting
characters (the Bagthorpes, for example) has failed her with this tale. Posy is
one-dimensional, and her mother is a ranting nag and a slow-witted dupe, such
as is usually seen on TV sitcoms. Situations are predictable and not funny.
This one isn't worth the effort.

• •••

Dorris, Michael. Morning Girl. Hyperion Books for Children, 1992. ISBN
1-56282-285-3. $12.95. 74 pp.

A

4+

FI

Reviewed by Lillian Heil

Morning Girl is a very personal look at the family life and personal
relationships of the gentle Indians who greeted Columbus. Dorris tells the story
from the two viewpoints of Morning Girl and Star Boy, sister and brother.
Readers will be correct in assuming that the girl loves early morning and the
boy loves night. The book ends with an excerpt from Columbus's meeting with
these friendly people, and his plan to take six of them back to show them off to
his royal patrons in Spain.
Michael Dorris, anthropologist and member of the Modoc Indian tribe, has
captured the warm feeling of love in the Taino Family, even when the children
ruin their father's canoe. As the father sits near the rocks where Star Boy has
hidden all day (after wrecking his father's canoe), this is how Dorris describes
the incident:
"How fortunate that my wife's brother, Sharp Tooth, found my canoe," my
father said to himself. "How fortunate that there was no damage, and it is now
once again safely pulled up on the beach. How relieved my son, Star Boy,
would be to know that all turned out so well, but how can I inform him. " And
the father continues, "But even if the canoe had floated away, even if it had
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vanished beneath the waves, it is only a canoe." The father goes on to explain
how it could be replaced in one day, but nothing can replace a son.
I don't know if the Tainos family lived this ideal life of harmony, with
each other and with nature. But it supports what little we do know about them,
and I fell in love with their gentle ways. So it was much more poignant than
history book accounts to end this historical fiction account with a portion of
Columbus's journal, which tells of his intent to treat the Indians as objects of
interest or as "good servants" to take back to Queen Isabel and King Ferdinand
of Spain.
Dorris has provided us with a compelling book, which depicts American
history from the viewpoint of the people who were already living in the
Americas before Columbus arrived. This book will complement the rich,
descriptive sources we already use to teach our children about the history of the
land in which we live.

• •••

Eisen, Armand. A Treasury of Children 's Literature. Houghton Mifflin
Company, 1992. ISBN 0-395-53349-X. $24.95. 303 pp.

•

3+

Reviewed by Kathe C. Homer

NF

As the title implies, this book is a treasury of children's literature. The
book is divided as follows: traditional stories, Aesop's fables, Grimm's fairy
tales, Mother Goose's nursery rhymes, children's classics (small stories taken
from classic children's novels), a child's Garden of Verse, American tales, The
Night Before Christmas story, and Hans Christian Andersen's fairy tales. The
surprising thing about the book is the variety of wonderful illustrators-Scott
Gustafson, Ruth Sanderson, Mishele Wiggins, Robyn Officer, Elizabeth Miles,
and Lynn Bywaters, to name a few.
This anthology has successfully combined popular children's stories with
exceptional illustrations. The only drawback I see is that very young children
will not be able to enjoy the book because it lacks large illustrations and few
words on each page. Instead, the book is designed for the older child or young
adolesant, who can read it himself and appreciate the detailed illustrations .

••••
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Evans, Dilys. Monster Soup and Other Spooky Poems. Illustrated by
Jacqueline Rogers. Scholastic Hardcover, 1992. ISBN 0590-45208-8.
$14.95. Unpaginated.

A

Pre +

Reviewed by Vicky M. Turner

Pf

"Tell me a story, "
Says Witch's child.
"About the Beast
So fierce and wild.
About a Ghost
That shrieks and groans.
A Skeleton
That rattles bones.
About a Monster
Crawly-creepy.
Something nice
To make me sleepy. "
And so it goes on and on, wonderful poems about monsters, ghosts, giants,
and such. Poems by such well known authors as E. E. Cummings, Jack
Prelutsdy, Jean Marzallo, and Lilian Moore (the poem above). Part of what
makes this collection of poems so invaluable is the illustrations that accompany
each short piece.
The final page of the book shows, so aptly, the fears and imagination of
children (and maybe adults) about what could be creating those strange sounds
in the wee hours of the night. For a deliciously scary time, pick this book up
and give it a try. The various poems are appropriate for all ages. Preschoolers,
older children, and even adults will find a giggle or two on these pages .

••••
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"Well, he got over the fence! Kind of." Taken from Stuffer. Copyright ©
1992 by Peter Parnall. Reprinted by permission from Macmillan Publishing
Company, New York.

Fleischman, Paul. Bull Run. A Laura Geringer Book. An Imprint of Harper
Colka's Publisher, 1993. ISBN 0-06-021447-3. $14.00. 102 pp.

A

4+

FI

Reviewed by Lillian Heil

Paul Fleischman's "many voice writing" technique is refreshing, effective,
and timely. He has recounted the first great Civil War battle (Bull Run) from
sixteen points of view, giving the reader a multifaceted glimpse into the realities
of war.
Fleischman creates several memorable characters: a war-crazed boy, a
sister of a Northern soldier, a Southern general, a Northern General, and a
cabdriver for Northerners (who wanted to watch the battle from a safe distance).
The only real speaker (a real person) is a Northern general, but the background
is factual, "from whiskey hidden in watermelons to the details of the battle."
Fleischman is also an expert at creating powerful sensory images, such as "The
booming jerked me out of sleep" and "He caught my glance and the slimmest
of smiles fled his lips, like a snake disappearing down a hole. "
Each chapter tells about the battle from a different voice, so the sequence
is not as easy to follow as it would be with one narrator. But the payoff is the
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depth of understanding that comes through a many-voiced account of a
memorable event. Fleischman suggests that the account could be performed as
reader's theatre, and I agree that it would be a powerful drama.
In addition, he lists the characters and their respective chapters for easy
location. (It's also useful if you get confused while reading.) Detailed maps are
provided for the reader to locate the progress of the battle and location of each
Finally, Fleischman has vividly
voice in this human drama of war.
demonstrated the horror and destruction of war, ending with the sister who is
trying to realize that her brother is dead .

••••

Goldstein, Bobbye S. Inner Chimes, Poems on Poetry. Illustrated by Jane
Breskin Zalben. Boyds Mills Press, 1992. ISBN 156397-040-6. $14.95.
24 pp.

*

Pre-6

PT

Reviewed by Jan Staheli
Inside a Poem

It doesn't always have to rhyme,
but here's the repeat of a beat, somewhere
an inner chime that makes you want to
tap your feet or swerve in a curve;
a lilt, a leap, a lightning-split:thunderstruck the consonants jut,
while the vowels open wide as waves in the
noon-blue sea
Eve Merriam
This is a charming book of poetry-on poetry . It defines, describes, tells
how-to, and enlightens. Each page has a small, delicate illustration that seems
to be exactly right for the page. The dust cover is oriental in feeling, and the
end pages are moss green and textured. Just to look at it is a treat, even before
you begin to read the perfect little offerings by such authors as Eleanor Fatjeon,
Lilian Moore, Lee Nennett Hopkins, Beatrice Schenk de Regniers, Jack
Prelutsky, S. J. Kennedy, and many others. I would heartily recommend this
book to anyone who enjoys a lovely way to say a beautiful thing.
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Shallow Poem
I've thought of a poem.
I carry it carefully,
nervously, in my head,
like a saucer of milk;
in case I should spill some lines
before I can put it down.
Gerda Mayer

••••

Hall, Godfrey. Mind Twisters. Random House, 1992. ISBN 0-679-92038-2.
$13.99. 93 pp.

A

3rd-adult

Reviewed by Nancy Alder

NF

Mind Twisters offers seven different categories of games and puzzles for
the brain. Most of the puzzles can be worked with just a pencil and paper,
while others require readily available household items. The puzzles are clearly
stated, and the answers are explained fully , at the end of the book.
There is something for everyone in this volume. Designed to be sampled,
kids and adults can do one or more of the mind twisters. This is a fun resource
for teachers and others that work with kids, to help pass the time learning and
laughing.

• •••

Hong, Lily Toy. Two of Everything. Albert Whitman and Co., 1993. ISBN
0-8075-8157-7. $14.95. 32 pp.

A

Pre-3

PB

Reviewed by Marsha D. Broadway

Mr. Haktak, a poor Chinese farmer, unearths a magical brass pot in his
garden. After carrying it to his humble hut, he and his wife discover that
everything that goes into the pot is doubled. The floor is soon covered with
gold coins. By accident, Mrs. Haktak falls into the pot, and out come two Mrs.
Haktaks. The first Mrs. Haktak is angry, and Mr. Haktak isn't pleased about
the prospects of two wives. As he backs away from his angry wife, he trips and
falls into the pot, producing the solution--a second Mr. Haktak.
Hong uses airbrushed acrylics and gouache to color-block her illustrations
in muted purples, blues, browns, and greens. The Mr. and Mrs. Haktaks are
plump, poor peasants. Their round shapes suggests they are not starving, and
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their round faces misrepresent their ethnicity. But the style of their clothing is
oriental. The seeming incongruity of plump Chinese peasants and muted colors
may distract some readers, but farmers are often of hearty stock, and the colors
reflect the moods of the simply-told story. The large color-blocked illustrations
and the humorous story combine to produce an inviting read-aloud. Hong's
second book will be as well received as her How the Ox Star Fellfrom Heaven .

••••

Johnson, Sylvia A. Roses Red, Violets Blue: Why Flowers Have Color.
Photographs by Yuko Sato.
Lerner Publication, 1991.
ISBN
0-8225-1594-6 . $14.95. 64 pp.

•

3+

Reviewed by Kathe C. Homer

NF

This is a very interesting book on flowers. The author provides the
definition of a flower, explains its reproductive process, presents the whys of
flower color, and describes the "tricks and traps" that a flower uses to make
sure its pollen "gets around." The photographs are breathtaking and the
drawings are simple and clear, helping the reader to understand the text. The
book even includes instructions for an experiment to show how acidic or basic
soil can affect the color of a flower.
This book is beautiful in its simplicity, yet it provides a complete coverage
of the subject. The photographs are truly breathtaking: brightly colored
flowers, a colorful rainbow produced by sunlight passing through drops of water
on a spider's web, cells of various parts of plants, and pollinia attached to the
head of a bee. The format is nice, the colors striking; everything about it is
crisp and clear. This is one I'd like in my own library .

••••
Kennedy, X. J. & Dorothy M. Talking Like the Rain, A First Book of Poems.
Illustrated by Jane Dyer. Little, Brown and Company, 1992. ISBN
0-315-48889-5. $17.95 . 100 pp.

•

Pre +

PI

Reviewed by Kathe C. Homer

It is always refreshing to find a good poetry anthology with lovely
illustrations. The poems in this book will appeal to young and old alike. With
the beautiful illustrations, the very young will enjoy the book. The book is
divided into nine subject areas: Play; Families; Just For Fun; Birds, Bugs, and
Beasts; Rhymes and Songs; Magic and Wonder; Wind and Weather; Calendars
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and Clocks; and Day and Night. The anthology includes many classic and older
favorites, as well as some new poems that deal with more up-to-date themes:
My TV came down with a chill.
As soon as I saw it was ill
I wrapped up its channels
In warm winter flannels
And gave its antenna a pill.
This is one you'll want to see!

••••

Maestro, Betsy. Take a Look at Snakes. Illustrated by Guilio Maestro.
Scholastic Hardcover, 1992. ISBN 0-590-44935-4. $14.95. 40 pp.

A-

3+

Reviewed by Vicky M. Turner

NF

As this book shows, snakes can evoke feelings of fear and disgust or
fascination and admiration. From my point of view, this is the best way to
examine a snake-in an illustrated book. This husband and wife team has
already produced a number of highly colorful and informative books, including
The Story o/the Statue o/Liberty (one of my personal favorites), A Sea Full 0/
Sharks , Ferryboat, and Snow Day.
Snake sizes, habitats, colors, eating habits and lifestyles are outlined in this
book-according one mother, the book containts "more than I ever wanted to
know!" Children seem drawn to "scary" subjects. This book provides
information about snakes and illustrations of them, without exposing children to
any danger.

••••

Millay, Edna St. Vincent. The Ballad o/the Harp-Weaver. Illustrated by Beth
Peck.
Philomel Books, 1991.
ISBN 0-399-21611-1.
$14.95.
Unpaginated.
A

3-5

PT

PB

Reviewed by Janet Francis

Although the mother's devotion to her son in this narrative poem is hardly
in keeping with today's feminist code of behavior, it strikes a chord in the hearts
of mothers and children alike. The brief story, elegantly portrayed by Peck's
glowing and plentiful oil paintings, describes a woman and her son who are so
poor that the boy has no clothing. Somehow on Christmas Eve, the mother
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exchanges her life for the ability to spin with a magical harp (almost the last
thing they own) and Christmas morning finds the child clothed like a king's son
(but motherless). Knowing a bit about Millay could prompt a discussion of the
symbolism of the poem and make it a learning experience for older youngsters,
but the poem stands on its own as a sort of bittersweet Christmas tale in the
same class with Andersen's Little Match Girl. This poem is as accessible as any
originally written for children.

• •••

Mitchell, Joni. Both Sides Now. Illustrated by Alan Baker. Scholastic
Hardcover, 1992. ISBN 0-590-45668-7. $14.95. Unpaginated.

A

Pre +

PT

Reviewed by Vicky M. Turner

PB

Do you ever fmd yourself humming old tunes? I do, and it wasn't until
I was several pages into this innovatively illustrated book that I realized that the
song I was humming is one of the long, lost songs from my musty, dusty past.
At that point I sang the words instead of reading them. Don' t get me wrong,
I'm no Joni Mitchell, but singing the words and scanning the pictures brought
a whole new dimension to the song. The pictures tell the story from the
viewpoint of a caterpillar, a caterpillar that knows the quickly changing patterns
of the weather. This caterpillar meets and pursues another attractive caterpillar
of the opposite gender. Finally, the caterpillar makes a wonderful discovery
about life and waits for others to discover it too.
In my view, this book may become a classic, along with Very Hungry
Caterpillar by Eric Carle, and I Wish I Were a Butterfly by James Howe. There
are also several finely written and illustrated informational books on the subject,
including Amazing Moths and Butterflies from the Eyewitness series. What
child's interest would not be piqued by reading these books?

••••

Murphy, Jim. Dinosaur for a Day. Illustrated by Mark Alan Weatherby.
Scholastic Hardcover, 1992. ISBN 0-590-42866-7 . $15 .95. Unpaginated.

A-

NF

PB

Reviewed by Vicky M. Turner

Our understanding and perceptions of dinosaurs have changed in the last
few years. I am, admittedly, a dinosaur freak. Dinosaurs of any size, shape,
or form fascinate me. This is a book that will be shown and read for many
years to (:ome. The pictures are amazing, vivid, and detailed. Wild colors and
deep shadows portray the steamy, h:opical world of the Hypsilophodon on a
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typical day. Insects, birds, predators, and foliage help us to understand the
world as it was then. And wait until you see the page with raindrops rolling off
the leaves and the heads of the dinosaurs; you'll need an absorbent paper towel
to keep your hands dry.
The beginning and the end of the book present the "scholarly" information
about the dinosaur era: accurate information about the Hypsilophodon; an
estimate about conditions in the time of the dinosaurs; a pronunciation guide (not
that many of the children will need it); and a list of other books if you want to
read more about dinosaurs!

••••

Norton, Mary. The Borrowers. Illustrated by Michael Hague. Harcourt Brace
Jovanovich, 1991. ISBN 0-15-209991-3. $22.95. 177 pp .

A

3-6

Reviewed by Karen Newmeyer

FI

Pod, Homily and Arrietty Clock are "Borrowers" that live beneath the
Driver family's kitchen floor. Once there were lots of borrowers in the house:
the Harpsichords, the Overrnantels, and the Bell-Pulls. But over the years, all
the other families have emigrated. When Arrietty is seen by a visiting human
boy, life starts to improve for the Clock family, as the boy brings them new
furniture from the doll house, diamond-encrusted miniatures, bits of lace for
curtains, etc. But when items are found missing, Mrs. Driver sets out to find
out where they have all gone, with tragic consequences for the Clocks.
This is an enchanting book. This new edition, illustrated by Michael
Hague, captures the magic of a miniature world. The words and pictures blend
so perfectly that the book as a whole becomes a mystical journey .

••••

O'Rourke, Frank. Burton and Stanley. Illustrated by Jonathan Allen. David
R. Godine, 1993. ISBN 0-87923-824-0. $15.95. 52 pp.

A

4-6

FI

Reviewed by Janet Francis

When Mr. Kraft opened the Cherrygrove Depot on that clear September
morning, he had no idea that he was about to witness history in the making.
Even when the two incredibly ugly Marabou storks took up residence on the
roof, he didn't quite realize. Only when it became evident that they could
communicate with each other did he begin to suspect.
An unexpectedly successful mixture of warmth, fantasy and ecology, this
middle-grade story creates a real sense of satisfaction when the alien birds, the
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station-master and the school children manage to outwit official bumbling and
impossible odds to send the birds, Burton and Stanley, safely home to Africa .

••••

Pierce, Tamora. Wild Magic: The Immortals.
ISBN 0-689-31761-1. $16.95 . 260 pp.

A-

6-9

FI

Atheneum-Macmillan, 1992.

Reviewed by Karen Newmeyer

Daine, a shy thirteen-year-old, is hired by Onua, horse mistress for The
Riders, to help transport mountain ponies to The Riders' training camp in
Tortall. Daine has the power to talk to animals. They instinctively obey her
and protect her. During the journey, Diane and Onua are attacked by
Stormwings, large birds with human heads who feed on dead, rotting flesh.
They also encounter spidrens, giant spiders with human heads. These creatures
were once imprisoned, but they have started to escape. Daine can sense their
coming and give warning. She has the power to save her new friends, Alanna,
the queen's champion; Numair, a powerful magi; King Jonathan; Queen Thayet;
and their children. But first she must learn to control her "wild magic. "
This was a wonderful book. But at times I was disappointed when intense
situations in the story were quickly dispatched. For example, Daine has
something dark in her past that prevents her from truly using her magic-a fear
of losing her identity. The story builds and builds toward the revelation of the
secret, but once it is revealed, with a quick bit of magic by Numair, all the
problems are solved. While I was not disappointed by the revelation, a lot of
the mystery surrounding Daine was taken away and was not replaced with
anything comparable.
This book is clearly a beginning of a series of books-a companion series
to the Lioness Quartet by Tamora Pierce. Perhaps the undeveloped stories will
be developed in subsequent books. This book does little more than set the
groundwork for subsequent volumes .

••••

Pinkwater, Daniel. The Phantom of the Lunch Wagon . Macmillan, 1992.
ISBN 0-02-774641-0. $13.95. Unpaginated.

B

2-4

FI

PB

Reviewed by Janet Francis

A lunch wagon seems an unlikely site for a haunting, even though it is the
only place in the neighborhood that hasn't undergone urban renewal. But then,
Pinkwater traditionally is fond of ~nlikely action. The intensely colored,
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cartoon-style illustrations fit the requirement too, because there' s not a haunt
among them, but the idea is catchy, the characters are brave, and the
explanation is cunning. Maybe there are still a few picturebook lovers out there
who don't need to be scared silly to enjoy a ghost story .

••••

Rappaport, Doreen. Be the Judge, Be the Jury: The Lizzie Borden Trial.
Harper Collins Publishers, 1992. ISBN 0-06-025114-X. $13.89. 175 pp.

B-

5+

B-

Reviewed by Jan Staheli

Have you ever wondered about Lizzie Borden? Do you wonder if she
really killed her mother and father? Would you have liked to sit in on the trial
and judge for yourself? Ms. Rappaport gives us a view of the past, by using
edited excerpts from the actual trial transcripts. You can read the questions and
answers of the witnesses, the opening and closing statements of both prosecution
and defense, the judge's charge to the jury, and the verdict. The author invites
readers to act as jurors, and decide for themself if Lizzie Borden was guilty.
The text is succinct, interesting, and fairly easy to understand because the author
explains technical words and phrases. She also constantly reminds the readers
to consider their verdict by including questions at the end of each section, such
as "If there was an unknown assailant, why didn't anyone see that person leave
the Borden house? Was the door deliberately or accidentally locked from the
inside? Why did Lizzie change her dress?" The graphic descriptions of the
crime and its consequences might frighten younger children.
I found this a novel and fascinating look at the Borden trial, and I enjoyed
reading it very much. Unfortunately, it became very clear as I read that Ms.
Rappaport had certainly made up her mind, and was using her personal biased
additions to influence the "jury members." Therefore, I am not sure how to
recommend this book. It would certainly encourage thinking skills, and the fact
that the case really happened makes it quite absorbing. The book is listed as
appropriate for grades five and up, but I think it would be unsuitable for grades
five and six. In addition, for seventh or eighth graders to enjoy the experience,
they would need to explore the book in a group, with sensitive guidance, both
because of the violent content and the biased presentation .

••••
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,,
,I

"Stuffer remembered gentle sounds." Taken from Stuffer. Copyright © 1992
by Peter Pamall. Reprinted by permission from Macmillan Publishing
Company, New York.

Reiss, Kathryn. Time Windows. Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, Publishers, 1991.
ISBN 0-15-288205-7. $15 .95 . 260 pp.

A-

5+

FI

Reviewed by Helen Hoopes

Miranda moves into a new house in a new town . She' s not sure she will
enjoy living in a small Massachusetts village, after having spent the first thirteen
years of her life in New York City. Everything is different here: a big, oldfashioned house that needs lots of work, new neighbors, and the strange
dollhouse Miranda finds in the attic. The dollhouse is an exact duplicate of their
new home. Whenever she stoops down and looks through the windows,
Miranda sees scenes from the past. The people she see have all lived in this
house at one time or another. Gradually, Miranda realizes that the past events
she is witnessing are becoming part of her present. The children who lived in
the house before have been mistreated and seem to be crying out to Miranda for
help. And then, her aunt and mother begin to act strangely whenever they smell
the sweet scent of magnolia blossoms. The house and its occupants are
suffering, and it is up to Miranda to break the spell and free the children. When
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Miranda finally teams up with Dan, the boy across the street, the pace quickens,
and Miranda knows she must act fast.
This fast-paced mystery is hard to put down. The relationship between the
only child Miranda and her parents is very close and caring, and their
conversations are very true to life. Even though the story revolves around a
dollhouse, boys will enjoy this supernatural mystery too, especially as they get
to know Dan and his interesting family. Reiss has concocted a neat little tum
at the end of the novel.

••••

Rinaldi, Ann. A Ride Into Morning. Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, 1991. ISBN
0-15-200573-0. $15.95. 289 pp .

A

9-11

FI

Reviewed by Janet Francis

In retrospect, the Revolutionary War seems an interval of fire and ideals,
but like are all wars, it disrupted lives and destroyed relationships. Temperance
Wick, a mythical heroine of those days, is fleshed out and given dimension by
Ann Rinaldi in this story of a young woman whose loyalties war with her heart
(and her common sense).
The person telling the story is young Mary Cooper, Tempe's cousin, who
has come to help Tempe with the farmwork and to care for Tempe's mother,
who has been ill since the recent death of Tempe's father. Mary has been made
unwelcome in her Tory home because of her Patriot sympathies. Tattered
troops are quartered in Tempe's orchards, and their families need the barest
necessities. Billy Bowzar, who urges the ragged forces to desert and mount
their own battle, is also in the orchards. Later in the story we' re introduced to
handsome, courtly General Anthony Wayne, who knows the hearts of his men
and turns the ladies' heads. Slipping in and out of the shadows is Tempe' s
brother, Henry, thought dead by Tempe's mother, but known as a deserter to
most of the world-a world where nothing is as it seems.
Exciting and thoughtful, Rinaldi's novel paints a picture of a time familiar
to the reader, but it lacks the familiar white breeches and romantic midnight
rides often associated with the war. Instead, there are decisions that are not
clear-cut, heroes who prove less than heroic, and young people who are the
grown-ups of their time. One of the books in the Great Episodes series, A Ride
Into Morning has much to offer .

••••
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Robbins, Ken. Make Me a Peanut Butter Sandwich. Scholastic hardcover,
1992. ISBN 0-590-43550-7. $14.95. Unpaginated.

B-

3+

NF

Reviewed by Vicky M. Turner

From seed to sandwich, this book describes where peanut butter, bread,
and milk come from. If you are unable to take children to the actual sites, this
book comes close to the actual experience. The book begins with the seedspeanuts. We see them planted, harvested, and processed. Then we tour fields,
where we see stalks of wheat; granaries; and a bread-making factory, where we
see the finished product. Then we visit a dairy, where we watch cows being
milked and milk being pasteurized and bottled. And finally, we visit a store,
where some children and their mother purchase these products before spending
a fun afternoon with their sandwiches and milk.
The book is we11-written, and the photographs are well done. My one
objection is the • colorization .• The photos appear to have been taken in black
and white and then colorized. Some of the colors don't seem true, and the
finished pictures remind me of something from a children's book published in
the 1930s or 1940s.

• •••

Rosen, Michael. How the Animals Got Their Colors. Illustrated by John
Clementson. Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, 1992. ISBN 0-15-236783-7 .
$14.95. 48 pp.

A

2-6

NF

Reviewed by Janet Francis

PB

From rapacious Coyote, to the selfish frogs, to the vain peacock who
exchanges his beautiful, immortal wife for an illusion of mustard seeds, Rosen
presents tales that combine the creative wonder of good folklore with his ear for
modem language that speaks to children. Brilliant borders and illustrations with
deceptively primitive format enhance the exotic creatures and their environment.
This book will catch all eyes!

••••
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Rylant, Cynthia. Henry and Mudge and the Long Weekend. Illustrated by
Sucie Stevenson. Bradbury Press, Macmillan Publishing Company, 1992.
ISBN 0-02-778013-9. $12.95. 40 pp.
A

1-3

Reviewed by Jan Staheli

PB

Henry and Henry's big dog Mudge woke up one Saturday in February and
looked outside. . .. It was gray. It was cold. It was muddy and wet.
"No sun," Henry said. "No snow. Just yuck. Wet yuck." Mudge leaned
against Henry and drooled.
The weekend loomed ahead with such boring aspect that Henry, Mudge
and even Henry's father fell asleep on the couch. It took Mother to come up
with an idea to save the weekend.
"Let's make a castle!" she cried. Henry ran upstairs for his castle book.
Henry's mother ran upstairs for pencils. Henry's father ran upstairs for
a stapler. And Mudge ran upstairs for a quick snack.
This story is an amiable amble through the weekend of a small, enthusiastic
boy and his large dog, who is filled with personality. It is an easy reader in the
grand tradition of Hoban and Lobel. Not only is it easy to read, but it is great
fun as well.

••••

San Souci, Robert D. Sukey and the Mermaid. Illustrated by Brian Pinkney.
Four Winds Press, 1992. ISBN 0-02-778141-0. $14.95. Unpaginated.

A

K+

Reviewed by Jan Staheli

PB

"Storyteller say,
this happened once upon a time,
on a little island off the coast
of South Carolina. "
Sukey lives with her ma and step-pa, and every morning at "day-clean" she
has to get up "to sling her hoe at the weeds in the vegetable garden." Things
aren't happy for Sukey, and she calls her step-pa "Mister Hard-Times." One
day she takes off to the beach to cool off. There she meeta a "beautiful, brownskinned, black-eyed mermaid" with seaweed green hair and a green fishtail.
The mermaid gives Sukey a gold coin and asks her to promise never to tell
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where she got it. Things at home get better for a time, but then Mister HardTimes gets greedy and tries to catch the mermaid in a net. Then things really
start popping.
San Souci traced the roots of this story from the Sea Islands off South
Carolina's coast to the Caribbean and clear back to West Africa. The story is
one of only a few in African-American folklore that allude to mermaids. This
tale is simply written, and it uses island dialect to good effect. Mr. Pinkney's
illustrations look almost engraved; they have a distinctive lined quality that
suggests motion and the rustic features of a simple island life. His colors are
muted, but the lining effect illuminates the pictures. I liked this book very
much, and would recommend it to anyone who enjoys a good folktale .

••••

Service, Pamela. All's Faire. Fawcett Juniper Ballantine Books A Division of
Random House, 1993. ISBN 0-449-70421-1. $3.99. 87 pp.

B

4-6

FI

Reviewed by Lillian Heil

All's Faire by Pamela Service recounts the adventure of Kevin, who is
magically transported to medieval times. He helps Gina, a gypsy girl, get even
with the evil Lord Bertram; reunites Lady Elfrieda with her knight; and then
with the help of his imagination and a magic belt, he returns to Kansas.
Service's tale is fast moving. She does a nice job of contrasting the playacting medieval fairs of today with the smells, sights, and lawlessness of the real
medieval world. The book is brief enough to appeal to reluctant readers, and
it contains enough action to hold their interest. However, the two main
characters, Gina and Kevin, do not have much depth, so the reader doesn't feel
very strongly about either of them. The most interesting character is the hermit
magician, Cuthbert, whose power allows for the time switch. His response to
returning to the middle ages is amusing/funny/comic:
Go back to the Middle Ages? No way! Think about it. No pizza, no TV,
fleas in the beds, and people dying of plague. No thank you!
Service's tale is dependable and interesting but not outstanding .
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Silverberg, Robert. Letters from Atlantis. Illustrated by Robert Gould.
Atheneum, 1990. ISBN 0-689-31570-8. $14.95. 136 pp.

A

8+

Reviewed by Helen Hoopes

FI

Letters from Atlantis is part of the Dragonflight series of fantasy novels.
Robert Silverberg is a well-known author of science fiction and fantasy . In
Letters from Atlantis, Roy and his girlfriend, Lora, go back in time to the year
18,862 B.C.-that is, their consciousness enters the mind of individuals in that
time period while their bodies remain in the Home Era, some twenty thousand
years in the future. Roy goes to the island of Atlantis and enters the mind of
Prince Ram, the crown Prince; Lora goes to what will someday be Poland or
Russia.
The book is a collection of letters written by Roy to Lora. While Prince
Ram is asleep, Roy takes over his body and writes the letters to Lora.
Eventually, Prince Ram determines that he is possessed, and Roy must break the
Home Era rules and make himself known to Ram. Roy learns much about
Atlantis and its splendor. In the book, Silverberg even manages to account for
the exceptional brilliance of the people who inhabited this mythical island; he
also offers an explanation for the island's disappearance. There are some
interesting allusions to the religious faith of the people of Atlantis as opposed to
the mechanical practicality of the Home Era. Perhaps Silverberg is expressing
the need for modem men and women to have faith in something beyond their
own abilities.
Silverberg manages to create a splendid world and believable characters.
The conversations between Roy and Prince Ram are interesting, and Roy's
travels through the corridors of Ram's mind are fascinating. The whole premise
is clever, and the book is well-crafted. If you like fantasy, this is an engaging
adventure. Gould's detailed illustrations are simple black-and-white drawings
that enhance the text.

••••

Sneed, Brad. Lucky Russell. G. P. Putnam Sons, 1992. ISBN 0-399-22329-0.
$14.95. 32 pp.

•

Pre-2

PB

Reviewed by Kathe C. Homer

Russell, a kitten who lives on a farm, is continually embarrassed as the
little girl wheels him all over the farm in a doll carriage. Russell would like to
have an important job. He asks the other animals if he can help with their jobs,
but they all tell him he is not capable. Finally, as Russell and the little girl are
having tea (milk) one morning, the farmer himself comes by and tells Russell
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that he is the "luckiest critter on the farm."
Russell realizes that his
job-keeping the little girl happy-is the most important job of all.
This is a cute story for the very young, and it appeals to older children as
well because of its lively, stylized, water color illustrations. Russell the kitten
is very appealing and expressive in each picture! Anyone who likes cats will
love this book.

• •••

Strickland, Brad. Dragon's Plunder. Illustrated by Wayne D. Barlowe.
Atheneum, 1992. ISBN 0-689-31573-2. $14.95. 153 pp.

B

5-6

FI

Reviewed by Karen Newmeyer

Captain Deadmon of the Bouncing Betty Bowers made an oath which he
now regrets. Before he can rest (die) he must plunder a dragon's hoard.
Dragons being scarce, Captain Deadmon is now ten years dead and still
searching. He and his men kidnap Jamie Falconer, a "potboy· of the Pirate's
Rest Inn. Jamie has a magical talent-he can whistle up a wind anywhere he
goes.
This is a fantasy in more than one sense. Not only are the bad guys
incredibly bad, but the good guys are incredibly congenial. The story also has
a happy ending: Captain Deadmon goes on to his eternal rest, and Jamie (who
knows very little about the sea) is miraculously chosen to be captain by his
mates. And of course, Jamie marries the Princess, whom he hated at the
beginning of the story. It's not a bad story, but it is a little trite .

••••

Tate, Eleanora E. The Secret of Gumbo Grove. Bantam Division of Bantam
Doubleday, 1988. ISBN 0-553-27226-8. $3 .50. 199 pp.

A

4-6

FI

Reviewed by Lillian Heil

Eleanora Tate's Secret of Gumbo Grove tells of Raisin, a black child from
Virginia whose interest in the history of her community brings her both trouble
and triumph.
Tate effectively captures the rhythm of speech of the children in this
southern community:
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"She do too look like a monkey!"
"And honey, I don't plan to die real soon."
"I told her she better quit talking about my friend 'cause you don't take no
mess. "
The secret in this book is that the first mayor of Gumbo Grove was black,
and neither the blacks nor the whites want to discuss that fact. Tate graphically
demonstrates how upsetting history is to people who haven't yet come to terms
with who they are. Prominent blacks are ashamed of their slave ancestors, so
history is their enemy and they're actually trying to destroy it. Raisin
Stackhouse and Miss Effie, the church secretary, are trying to preserve history
and even publish it so that the community can be proud of their black ancestors.
Tate shows how personal knowledge of ancestors and history can be a
positive force for uniting a community. This book is a kind of small-town
success story with an upbeat feel for everyone (even those who are ashamed of
their ancestors).

• •••
Vande Velde, Vivian. User Unfriendly. Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, 1991.
ISBN 0-15-200960-4. $16.95. 244 pp.

•

4+

FI

Reviewed by Kathe C. Homer

When fourteen-year-old Arvin and his friends get together for a party, they
playa compu ter simulation game that sends them into a magical world where
they actually become fantasy characters on a quest. As it turns out, however,
the game they are using is pirated. They have no instructions, and they are
playing above their skill level. As they begin their five-day quest to save the
princess, they realize that something is terribly wrong. Black holes and strange,
evil characters begin to appear; these things were never a part of the games
before. Then Arvin realizes that his mother, or the character she is playing in
the game, has been struck with a deadly illness and is getting worse every hour.
Arvin decides that they have got to stop playing the game, but they must
complete the quest before they can do so.
For teens interested in computer games or fantasy, this is a great book.
The idea is up-to-date, and the author is very clever. Vande Velde always
throws a twist in her writing, and in this book there are several. Even though
the boys have played these games before, there are very strict rules about
instructions and skill levels, and the fact that the boys have ignored both could
prove disastrous. The thread that tugs at you through all of the fast action,
however, is that of the seriousness of the mother's problem and her relationship
with the boys.
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Vogel, lise-Margaret. Bad TImes, Good Friends: A Personal Memoir.
Harcourt Brace Jovanovich , Publishers, 1992. ISBN 0-15-205528-2.
$16.95. 239 pp.

A

8+

Reviewed by Helen Hoopes

BI

Not all those who opposed the Nazis in World War II could be considered
heroes; however, many people who were courageous enough to resist the
brutality and ruthlessness deserve to be called such. In vivid detail, llseMargaret Vogel recounts her experiences as a young adult living in warshattered Berlin. She writes about several of her friends and describes how they
banded together to help each other endure. In spite of the many bombings,
these young people felt safer living in Berlin; and besides, the war would end
soon, and they could see no need to flee their own country. This book
chronicles how they learned to accept daily hardships and how they resisted Nazi
control. Although lise's friends were not sent to prison camps or tortured by
brutal soldiers, they faced constant fear and a scarcity of almost all material
goods.
Vogel's Bad TImes, Good Friends is moving. Her characters are real, and
we either love or dislike them, according to Vogel's own feelings . The dialogue
between the friends is realistic and engaging. Vogel makes the reader feel the
risks involved in the illegal printing of food coupons for the poor people who
have no access to their own coupons; in hiding an obnoxious young man who
is on the Nazi death list; and in traveling out into the country to transport
forbidden books to be stored in a friend 's attic. Readers also empathize with the
claustrophobic Vogel, who finally enters a bomb shelter when things are at their
very worst. This is a rare look at the ordinary people of Berlin who struggled
to keep each other sane and safe in a world that was neither.

••••

Voigt, Cynthia. David and Jonathan. Scholastic Hardcover, 1992. ISBN 0590-45165-0. $14.95. 256 pp.

A

11+

FI

Reviewed by Jan Staheli

It is the early 1950s and Jonathan and Henry, who have grown up together,
have reached the age of sixteen. Life is still simple and everything seems
possible-until David comes. David is Jon's cousin, who as a child was sent to
live with Gentile farmers during the Holocaust. His coming brings only turmoil
and turbulence. Henry must help Jonathan through the maze of emotions caused
by David's coming and all three boys are changed by the experience. The
summer brings much maturity to both Henry and Jonathan; they become
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somewhat cynical, gain a new awareness of social class and racism, and gain
insights into themselves that are both strengthening and distressing. This is an
excellent novel for young adults.
However, Ms. Voigt never explains why David speaks flawless English
when he has spent his whole life hidden in a peasant's hut in Germany. And I
believe her hope, in part, was to illustrate the pain and guilt of American Jewish
families who did not share physically in the European tragedy. This is an
important point of view, especially in a novel for young adults. I wish she had
been more clear about this.
This book is thoughtful and compelling, and deserves great praise for its
sensitive handling of troubling subject matter. It is a beautifully written book
that deals with friendship, suicide, human cruelty and the Holocaust, prejudice,
and peripherally with homosexuality. I would highly recommend it, but only
for mature readers.

• ••

Voigt, Cynthia. The Vandemark Mummy.
31476-0. $14.95. 244 pp.

•

5+

Atheneum, 1991. ISBN 0-689Reviewed by Nancy Alder

FI

Twelve-year-old Phineas and his older sister move to a small college town
in New England with their father, who has taken a job as professor and curator
of a collection of Egypt antiquities. What promises to be a boring summer turns
instead into a time of excitement and intrigue as Phineas and Althea try to
unravel a web of robbery, vandalism, and kidnapping.
Truly interesting characters and an artful and engaging plot engage the
reader. Voight has mastered the voice of a twelve-year-old boy-Phineas is
completely believable; we know this boy. The action is plausible and moves
along at a good pace. This is a truly well-written and enjoyable book .

••••

Watson, Harvey. Bob War and Poke. Houghton Mifflin, 1991. ISBN 0-39557038-7. $13.95. 144 pp.

A

5+

FI

Reviewed by Nancy Alder

This blend of mountain tall tales and Keystone Kops makes for a fast-paced
adventure story. Two brothers sign on as guides and drivers for a couple of city
slickers, figuring they'll make an easy few bucks. The slickers are slicker than
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the boys bargained for, though, and they get sucked into con games, bank
robberies and jail breaks.
We are exposed to wonderful humor as the story unfolds and the boys'
pranks are overshadowed by the adults ' larceny . Several recognizable motifs
from mountain folklore are woven into this tale in a very engaging and
satisfying way. This book is funny, clever, and an excellent read .

••••

Willis, Patircia. A Place to Claim as Home. Clarion Books, Houghton Mifflin
Company Imprint, 1991. ISBN 0-395-55395-4. $13.95 . 166 pp.

A

4+

FI

Reviewed by kathe C. Homer

Henry, an orphan, has been sent from his foster home and hired to work
for Sarah Morrison on her farm for the summer. Sarah seems cold and gruff,
but Henry begins to like her and wants to protect her when he discovers that
someone is stealing timber from her farm. Other complications arise as the
town bully tells Henry a terrible secret from Sarah's past.
This book is really about relationships. Henry has had a tough life, yet he
maintains a positive attitude toward his new life and the different people in it.
The book has some exciting moments, and the developing relationship between
Sarah and Henry is touching.

• •••
Zalben, Jane Breskin. The Fortuneteller in 5B.
ISBN 0-8050-1537-X . $14.95 . 148 pp.

B

5-7

FI

Henry Holt & Co. , 1991.

Reviewed by Jan Staheli

Allie first meets Madame Van Dam when she arrives at their brownstone
with a suitcase under one arm and a crystal ball under the other. Madame Van
Dam tells Allie that she charges ten dollars for palm readings, and that Allie
won't need a seance since she is too young to know anyone on the "other side."
Madame Van Dam is a bizarre old lady, and Alexandria (Allie) and her friend
Jenny are fascinated by her unusual looks and occupation. Allie has another
reason to be interested in Madame Van Dam. Allie's father, who has been dead
only a year, might be on the "other side." Could Madame Van Dam really
contact Allie's dad?
Allie and Jenny are experiencing the very normal, highly unsettling process
of growing up. They want to be noticed by boys, but just a little. They wonder
about getting their periods, and when Allie starts hers first she hopes Jenny
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doesn't mind. The girls are also very curious about Madame Van Dam. One
day when she is not home they enter her apartment and look into her old trunk.
This doesn't answer many questions, but it raises quite a few. It also makes
Allie feel uncomfortable and guilty.
This is a book about girls who are busy being twelve, wondering about
their bodies and the changes they are undergoing, and learning about other
people's pain by experiencing some of their own. The book would be
interesting to girls from eleven to perhaps thirteen .

••••
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